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Tiles

certain, but from the beginning of the thirteenth century
they play an increasing part in the records of building
operations. The frequency and devastating effect of
fires, where thatched roofs were in use, soon led to the
use of tiles for roofing purposes in towns, even when the
authorities did not make their use compulsory, as was
done in London in 1212, and at a much later date, in 1509,
at Norwich.1 The importance, for the safety of the town,
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of having a large supply of tiles accessible at a low price
was recognized, and in 1350, after the Black Death had
sent the prices of labour and of manufactured goods up
very high, the City Council of London fixed the maximum
price of tiles at 5$. the thousand,2 and in 1362, when
a great tempest had unroofed numbers of houses and
created a great demand for tiles, they ordered that the
price of tiles should not be raised, and that the manu-
facturers should continue to make tiles as usual and
expose them for sale, not keeping them back to enhance
1 Rec. of Norwich, ii, no. 193. In the fifteenth century ' redethek'
(reed thatch) was one of the peculiarities of Norwich. Wright,
Iteliq. Ant., ii. 178.
a lliley, Mem. of London, 254.